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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
Significance of the Study 
Illegitimate motherhood is one of the oldest and most common social 
problems. In the major American culture, it is the manifestation of a dis¬ 
torted and unrealistic way out of inner difficulties, and is thus compara¬ 
ble to neurotic symptoms on the one hand, and delinquent behavior on the 
other.^ A corollary to this problem is the disposition of the baby who is 
evidence of the unmarried mother's deviant behavior. The conflicts which 
have resulted in her illegitimate motherhood and her feelings with regard 
to having violated the sex mores of society are often focused in the 
2 
mother's plan or lack of plan for her baby* Hence, in this study, the 
writer centered upon cultural factors in relation to the unmarried mother's 
decision regarding the disposition of her baby. 
Interest in this project was motivated by the following conclusion 
which was drawn by some of the social caseworkers in the Southwest District 
Family Service Bureau of United Charities of Chicago, Illinois, where the 
writer did her field work, on the basis of their services to unmarried 
mothers in that agency, namelyt that more unmarried Negro mothers keep their 
babies than white unmarried mothers. Statistical data point out that a large 
1 
Jane G. Judge, "Casework with the Unmarried Mother in a Family 
Agency," Social Casework, XXXII (January, 1951), 8. 
2 
Bernice R. Brower, "What Shall I Do With My Baby?" The Child, XXII 
(April, 19U8), 3. 
1 
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percentage of Negro unmarried mothers keep their babies. 
Upon exploration of the subject, there was a good deal of literature 
concerning the unmarried mother, but biological and psychological factors 
were stressed. Based on the principle that an understanding of the indi¬ 
vidual and group is fundamental to social work practice, and in accordance 
with the growing interest in the multiple rather than the unitary approach 
to problems, a study of cultural factors inherent in illegitimate mother¬ 
hood would yield knowledge which might be used to improve the techniques 
and skills of social workers. According to Kluckhohn, 
Social caseworkers concerned with individuals and the problems 
which arise in their lives seek to derive an understanding of that 
infinitely complicated interplay of biological, psychological, 
social and other factors which created the personality and charac¬ 
ter structure of individuals.1 2 3 
Gioseffi states the followings 
Recently social caseworkers have shown a renewed and increas¬ 
ing interest in culture, particularly with respect to those contri¬ 
butions of cultural anthropology which not only demonstrate the 
respective values and social adjustment of cultural groups but also 
deepens the understanding of personality development. We have not, 
however, been equally aggressive in using anthropological knowledge 
to identify those cultural factors that make for differences in the 
way help is given in various cultures including our own, and those 
that can be used constructively or destructively in the relation¬ 
ship between the worker and client of differing cultures or sub¬ 
cultures. 3 
1 
Babette Block, Introduction to “Cultural Factors as They Relate to 
Unmarried Parenthood" (Chicago, Illinois, Welfare Council of Metropolitan 
Chicago, 1950), 1 (Mimeographed.) 
2 
Florence Rockwood Kluckhohn, "Dominant and Variant Culture Value 
Orientations," Official Proceedings National Conference of Social Work, 
1951, p. 1. 
3 
William Gioseffi, "The Relations of Culture to the Principles of 
Casework," Social Casework, XXXII (May, 1951), 190, 
3 
However, for the purposes of this study, the following definition of 
culture was used: "A culture is the configuration of learned behavior and 
results of behavior whose component elements are shared and transmitted by 
the members of a particular society."^" The individual becomes socialized 
by internalizing and organizing certain generally understood tenets of the 
culture, and he also learns "to play certain roles and to adapt to recog¬ 
nized statuses designated by the culture of his society so that he becomes 
2 
predictable and understandable to other members of the society." Socie¬ 
ties differ a great deal with regard to their specific institutions and 
supporting philosophies and also their derivative types of general roles. 
Based on the assumption that roles shape and focus character structure, 
each society produces a range of personalities different from that of any 
other society.^ 
It is necessary for the social worker to understand the cultural com¬ 
ponents of the individual's personality make-up in order to appraise his 
behavior. When the decision of the unmarried mother regarding the dispo¬ 
sition of her baby is viewed against her cultural background, it takes on 
new meaning and significance. This is not only true for the client, but 
also for the social worker. For unless she applies the principles of cul¬ 
tural study to her own practice, she is very likely to see the client's 
problems in the perspective of her own cultural background. According to 
1 
Ralph Linton, The Cultural Background of Personality (New York, 19U5), 
p. 32. ‘ 
2 
John Gillin, The Ways of Men (New York, 19lt8), pp. 577-588. 
3 
Alfred R. Lindesmith and Anselm L. Strauss, Social Psychology (New 
York, 1950), pp. 289-290. 
U 
La Barre, "To see some of these problems in the perspective of cultural 
studies may help us be more objective and open minded about the problems 
we are trying to solve in social work."'*' 
Purpose of the Study 
The purpose of this study was threefold: fist, to analyze the family 
background of the illegitimately pregnant woman with reference to its 
structure and values, and secondly, to consider the status and role of the 
unmarried mother with special attention to the effect of the family struc¬ 
ture and values on her preparation for moving into a larger community and, 
in addition, to point out the orientation and values of the unmarried 
mother in relation to her disposition of her baby. These three aspects 
were considered in terms of basic cultural patterns and variants. 
Method of Procedure 
The writer studied forty cases — twenty Negro and twenty white — 
from the continued service cases on file at the Southwest District Office 
of Family Service Bureau of United Charities of Chicago, Illinois, which 
were closed during 19^9 and 195>0. This number is not representative of the 
proportion of white and Negro cases in the continued service case load in 
the district during that period. The records of the cases were divided 
into two groups on the basis of race, and twenty were selected from each 
group by random sampling at regular intervals — each fourth case of the 
white group and each second of the Negro. Data were collected from the 
1 
Maurine Boie La Barre, "Cultural and Racial Problems in Social Case 
Work with Special Reference to Work with Negroes," Cultural Problems in 
Social Case Work (New York, 19^0), p. 19* 
records by means of a schedule devised by the writer. The data were ar¬ 
ranged in cross classification tables for the purpose of discovering appar¬ 
ent relationships among the variables. The data on the subjects plus the 
conclusions drawn from the analysis were related to available materials 
descriptive of the cultural g roups and levels under investigation. Confer¬ 
ences were held with social workers who were familiar with the cases, and 
a conference was also held with the agency statistician. Literature perti¬ 
nent to the sugject which included published and unpublished material, 
books, articles and agency conference reports, was read by the writer. 
Scope and Limitations 
Forty cases of unmarried mothers — twenty Negro and twenty white — 
classified as continued service cases, known to the Southwest District 
Family Service Bureau of United Charities of Chicago, Illinois and closed 
during the years 19U9 and 1950 were included. In some case records the 
information was not sufficiently complete for the purposes of this study. 
Data concerning the length of residence of individual clients and their 
families, the sex education of the subjects, social activities of the 
subjects, education and community interests of the parents of the subjects 
were meager in some instances. The writer did not have an opportunity to 
interview any of the unmarried mothers inasmuch as the cases utilized were 
closed. However, these limitations were not so extensive that they 
hindered the purposes of the study. 
CHAPTER II 
FAMILIAL BACKGROUND OF THE UNMARRIED MOTHER 
The family is important in the life of the individual "because it gets 
him first, keeps him longest, is his major source of cultural imperatives 
and prescribes them with emotional finality,"^- according to Waller. Thus 
he stresses the affectional and cultural functions of the family. It is 
maintained by students of the modern family that the trend in America is 
toward emphasis upon the development of individual personality as is re¬ 
flected in the companionship type of family and disintegration of the rigid 
2 
institutional system. Obviously, the transition is not occurring at the 
same rate among all American people.^ Some major factors of the differ¬ 
ential in the tempo of change ares geographical location and sectionalism, 
urbanism and ruralism, racial and ethnical differences. For example, the 
economy of the South is historically agricultural and much of its social 
life was organized on that basis. The Negro family in the United States 
cannot be understood without a knowledge of his role in that socio-economic 
h 
system. Urbanization is associated with the North, industry and 
Willard Waller, The Family, revised by Reuben Hill (New York, 1951), 
p. 9l*. 
2 
Ernest W. Burgess and Harvey J. Locke, The Family (New York, 191*5), 
p. vii. 
3 
John F. Cuber and Robert A. Harper, Problems of American Society: 
Values in Conflict (New York, 191)8), p. 3l*U. 
1* 
See E. Franklin Frazier, The Negro Family in the United States 
(Chicago, 1939), pp. 395-1*19. 
6 
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commercialism along with the great influx of immigrants, chiefly from 
Europe, with their various ways of life. Attention to these factors is 
essential in the analysis of the family backgrounds of the mothers included 
in this study. 
Race, Location and Composition of Parental Families 
The variety of familial backgrounds is indicated in part by the race 
and location of the parental families of the girls -who became the unmarried 
mothers. At the time of the girls' application to the Family Service 
Bureau of United Charities of Chicago, Illinois, their parental families 
were located in sixteen states extending from Wisconsin to Florida and from 
Nebraska to New Jersey. Some of the families were on farms in Alabama, 
Mississippi, North Carolina and Wisconsin; others were in urban centers in 
the South and North ranging in size from the minimum essential for classi¬ 
fication as urban to the large metropolitan areas of Chicago, Illinois and 
Letroit, Michigan. Two foreign countries were represented in the sample, 
namely, Mexico and Roumania. 
TABLE 1 
DISTRIBUTION OF FAMILIES BY 




Total hO 20 20 
Native: 
Northern urban 23 15 8 
Southern rural 8 1 7 
Southern urban 6 1 5 
Northern rural 1 1 — 
Foreign: 
Mexico 1 1 - 
Roumania 1 1 - 
8 
Of the total of forty families, twenty-three were located in northern 
cities, as is shown in Table 1. In this category, the white families were 
in the majority, being almost twice as -numerous as the Negro. Whereas in 
the next largest class, southern rural, which constituted about one-fifth 
of the total, Negro outnumbered white families in the ratio of seven to 
one* The Negro in the southern urban group also exceeded the white at the 
rate of five to one. In terms of the total number of families in the south¬ 
ern category, six out of seven were Negro. Only one northern rural family 
was included, and it was -white. That the preponderance of white families 
was located in northern cities, indicated that the direction of mobility 
for the white girls was from other northern cities to Chicago while that 
for the Negro girls was from southern rural and urban localities to Chicago. 
The direction of movement of the Negro girls seems to have been the 
result of the new wave of migration from the South in 19UU when Chicago 
faced a labor shortage.^ The data in this study show that of the seven 
Negro girls who were non-resident, six had come to Chicago in search of 
better jobs and/or educational opportunities. Only one of the girls in this 
group was pregnant when she came to Chicago, a vital statistics report on 
illegitimate births covering the period 1938-IJ7 shows that in the United 
States changes in area for purpose of confinement were relatively infrequent 
2 
among married and unmarried non-white women. 
1 
St. Clair Drake and Horace R. Cayton, Black Metropolis (New York, 
19U5), p. 90. 
2 
U. S. Federal Security Agency, Public Health Service, National Office 
of Vital Statistics, "Illegitimate Birth Statistics: United States, 1938-U7," 
Vital Statistics — Special Reports, Vol. XXXIII (February 13, 1930). 
(Washington: Government Printing Office, 1930), p. 78. 
In contrast, the white girls who were non-resident seem to have come 
to Chicago chiefly for the purpose of anonymity during the period of their 
pregnancy and confinement. Of the eleven white girls included in this 
group, who were non-resident, nine had come to Chicago after they became 
pregnant and planned to return to their places of residence after delivery- 
ing their babies. Of the remaining two girls, one had come from a small 
southern city to Chicago to assist her sister during the latter's pregnancy 
and had become pregnant herself in the meantime; the other girl, who 
already had one child born out of marriage, came to Chicago from a southern 
rural locality — after corresponding with a girl friend in Chicago who had 
formerly lived in her home community — in search of a better job, and 
became pregnant shortly after her arrival. It seemed, therefore, that the 
white unwed mothers in this group were more concerned with keeping their 
pregnancy secret from their parents and friends than the Negro unmarried 
mothers. In the United States the trend of movement of unwed mothers during 
their pregnancy — for the period 1938-b? — was from smaller cities to 
larger cities.^ According to the vital statistics report: 
... In part, the relatively large movement is probably due to the 
presence of social agencies and institutions for the care of unwed 
mothers and their children in such cities. Another factor is the 
greater opportunity to achieve anonymity in large cities as cortt- 
pared with small ones.2 
The two families located in Mexico and Roumania, as indicated in Table 
1, are worthy of special note. The following excerpts from the respective 
case records in which they were presented, will further illustrate the 
10 
diversity in the types of familial background of the unmarried mothers in 
this study group. 
Case 1 
Miss A., a twenty-eight year-old woman, was of Mexican parent¬ 
age. At the age of eight, upon the separation of her parents, she 
and her younger brother were transported to Mexico by their father. 
She felt that her father did not really want them, but that he took 
them as a means of "hurting” their mother. Soon after arriving in 
Mexico, her father remarried. Miss A. got along well with her 
stepmother. However, her father was very abusive to all of them. 
When she was seventeen, Miss A. contracted arthritis which inca¬ 
pacitated her for work. Her father refused to accept her handicap 
and insisted that she work. At the age of twenty-four, she was 
beaten severely by him. Shortly afterwards, her stepmother helped 
Miss A. to get the fare to come to Chicago to live with her mother. 
In the case of Miss D., the parental family setting was in Roumania 
Case 2 
Miss D.'s parents came to the United States before the birth of 
their children and remained until she was thirteen. Then the family 
returned to Roumania where the parents bought land with money they 
had saved in the United States. When Miss D. was eighteen, her 
mother refused to consent to her marriage to a young Roumanian 
teacher on the grounds that he was below their class because he did 
not own land. Following that incident, Miss D. returned to the 
United States where she married, had one son and divorced her hus¬ 
band. She was thirty-one when she first became known to Family 
Service Bureau as an unmarried mother. 
In view of the number of different cultural patterns implied in the 
variety of locations, races and nationalities of the families indicated 
herein, it was expected that there would be a diversity of family patterns 
and relationships. The following analysis of the data in terms of compo¬ 
sition and structure of the families studied, validated this expectation. 
It is apparent in Table 2, that the absence of parental figures occurred in 
about three-tenths of the family units and that the father was the parent 
absent in all but one instance. The Negro father was missing more often 
11 
than the -white — in the ratio of eleven to seven. The one grandmother 
parent figure present in the study was a Negro. From the standpoint of 
parent figures, the Negro families tended to be more matricentrically 
oriented than the white. In seven out of ten instances both parent figures 
were present in the family. 
TABLE 2 
DISTRIBUTION OF FAMILIES ACCORDING TO 
PARENT FIGURES IN THE FAMILY AND RACE 
Parent Figures 
in the Family Total 
Race 
 Mils Negra  
Total Uo 20 20 
Mother and father 16 10 6 
Mother only 9 h 5 
Mother and stepfather 7 3 h 
Father and stepmother 3 2 l 
Father only 1 - 1 
Grandmother(a) 1 - l 
Aunt and uncle(b) 2 1 l 
Foster mother 1 - l 
(a) Maternal grandmother 
(b) Maternal aunt 
In regard to the size of the families and the number of children in 
them, white families in this study group were larger than the Negro, the 
median being 5.62 and 5.28, respectively. The number of children in the 
Negro families (median, 3.82) was greater than in the white (median, 3.62). 
That the white families were larger than the Negro and yet had fewer 
children, may be accounted for by the greater number of parents present in 
the white families. 
Status of the Family 
"Social status and social classes have come to be organized primarily 
12 
around positions in the occupational structure." The correlation between 
occupation and social status is not as close in the case of the Negro fami¬ 
ly as in the white because of the limited opportunity of the former to com¬ 
pete freely for jobs. However, this measure yielded data which, being 
evaluated in terms of the limitation mentioned, seemed valid for the pur¬ 
pose of this study. 
According to popular classification, the occupations included under 
labor, apparent in Table 3, are associated with lower class status. The 
remainder are considered to be middle class with variations within the 
2 
class. For example, semi-skilled jobs and some white collar occupations 
such as clerical stenographic are lower in the middle class than skilled 
workers and business proprietors in the same category. 
The occupations of the heads of the families, as is shown in Table 3, 
ranged from unskilled labor to business career which included proprietors, 
operators and managers. It is evident that the majority of the workers for 
whom information was available, was employed in middle class occupations. 
However, those in middle class jobs were preponderantly white, the ratio 
* 
being thirteen to six. Negro workers outnumbered white in the lower class 
occupations, termed unskilled labor, at the rate of five to two. That one- 
half of the Negro workers in middle class jobs were engaged in semi-skilled 
labor is significant. More, than twice as many Negro workers were employed 
in either unskilled or semi-skilled occupations as were white. In terms of 
class based on occupation, the Negro families were chiefly lower class 
Logan Wilson and William L. Kolb, Sociological Analysis (New York, 
19U9), p. tth. 
2 
Ibid., p. U6?. 
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while the white were mainly middle class. Based upon the findings of 
larger numbers of children, fewer parents in the home and lower income 
jobs in the Negro families, it was likely that the standards and values of 
1 
the two groups were different. 
TABLE 3 
DISTRIBUTICN OF FAMILIES BY 
OCCUPATION AND RACE 
Occupation Total Race 
White Neero 
Total Uo 20 20 
Business career 7 6 1 
White collar work 3 2 1 
Skilled labor U 3 1 
Semi-skilled labor 6 3 3 
Unskilled labor 13 3 10 
No information 7 3 U 
Relating illegitimacy to socio-economic status, Watrous said: 
If the incidence of illegitimacy among lower class Negroes is 
compared with that of the middle class Negro groups, a sharp drop 
in illegitimacy is noted. This appears to result from a conscious 
effort on the part of middle class Negroes to take over the social 
values as well as the material culture of the whites. A middle 
class Negro who becomes an unmarried mother is "more like a Negro." 
Consequently, the prevention of illegitimacy among Negroes would 
seem to be rather clearly a socio-economic matter. Where the Negro 
is permitted to become a first class citizen instead of a second 
class citizen, where greater social and political and economic 
opportunities are open to him, his standards will more nearly 
approximate the group with the higher social status.^ 
Data concerning the education, religion and community interests of the 
families in the group studied were not complete. Three-fourths of the 
1 
See Chapter IV. 
2 
Blanche Watrous, "Cultural Trends — Their Effect on Illegitimacy" 
(Chicago, Illinois, Welfare Council of Metropolitan Chicago, 19^0), 7-8 
(Mimeographed.) 
lU 
records contained information about religion* The majority of Negro par¬ 
ents for whom information was available, were Protestant and of the Bap¬ 
tist denomination. The Church of God was represented in one instance — 
in a northern urban family. According to Drake and Caytons 
Drawn into the Baptist and Methodist evangelical tradition by 
white missionaries during and immediately after slavery, Negroes 
have preserved on a large scale, the religious behavior which was 
prevalent on the American frontier between 1800 and 1890. ...The 
fountain head of the old-time religion is the rural South — the 
Bible Belt. Urban life puts its stamp on this religion and while 
the basic features of the old beliefs and rituals persist...they 
have been modified by the contact with the complexities of a large 
northern city. "Sin," and the "Devil" too, are wilier adversaries 
in Chicago than in the less complicated world of the Deep South.1 
As large a degree of uniformity was not evident in the white families. 
However, the majority, as to religious affiliation, were Protestant and of 
the Methodist denomination. Represented also were the Lutheran, Episco¬ 
palian, Protestant Evangelical Churches and the Church of Christ. Several 
families belonging to the Roman Catholic Church and one belonging to the 
Greek Orthodox Church were included in the study group. 
Although the range of school grades completed by the parents extended 
from early elementary to attendance at college, most of the fifteen cases 
which contained the information, indicated that less than eight grades had 
been completed. In five families, one or both parents had attended high 
school, and two of that number had graduated. Only one parent had attended 
college. Inasmuch as less than one-half of the total number of records 
studied contained data on education, these findings are not statistically 
significant. Maternal persons had had more schooling than the fathers* 
1 
Op. cit., p. 613. 
is 
Also in regard to community interests, five of the unmarried mothers indi¬ 
cated that their own mothers were active in church clubs and one in the 
Parent Teachers Association. 
Familial Relationships 
In a study of personality patterns of unmarried mothers, it was found 
that "none of the girls had happy healthy relationships with their parents.”' 
In this study it is indicated that only four of the mothers felt that family 
interpersonal relations in their homes were satisfactory* Their complaints 
were directed toward both parents and their siblings. The most frequent 
accusations against parents were that they were strict, mean, indifferent 
and that they nagged. There was much evidence of jealousy and rivalry 
among siblings. 
The following excerpt from one of the cases studied illustrates a type 
of parent-child relationship and also a kind of sibling rivalry which oc¬ 
curred frequently. 
Case 3 
Miss E., one of four siblings in a middle class northern urban 
family, felt that her mother was very strict with her and favored 
her sister who was two years younger. She complained that her 
mother strongly disapproved of her fiance and felt that he was not 
good enough for her. Because Miss E. did not want to do anything 
which would lower the standing of her family, she broke the en¬ 
gagement. Her mother had always insisted that she and her sister 
date nice looking "fellows." She stressed that it was important 
for a girl to marry a man who had status in the community and that 
it was important for a girl to hold a job which gave her a certain 
amount of prestige. Miss E. felt that her mother thought this 
more important than earning a decent living. In her opinion, her 
1 
Leontine R. Young, "Personality Patterns in Unmarried Mothers", 
Understanding the Psychology of the Unmarried Mother, ed. Family Service 
of America (New York, 19U?), p".." 12. 
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mother stressed appearances and always nagged her to be neat, to 
put her things away, help in the house, and set an example for her 
sister. As a result, she felt that she identified with her mother 
and could not tolerate untidiness. Although the mother did not 
want either of the girls to smoke or drink, Miss E. envied her 
sister who did those things quite naturally in her mother's pres¬ 
ence and behind her back. Miss E. was not able to assert herself 
and felt quite uncomfortable about doing things of which her 
mother did not approve. According to her, her mother was very 
nervous, and Miss E. explained the maternal persistent nagging on 
the basis that her mother had not had a happy home life herself 
and wanted her daughters to be happy. 
In summary, the diversity of the parental family backgrounds was indi¬ 
cated by their geographic location and race. Most of the white families 
were located in northern cities during the childhood of the girls who be¬ 
came the unmarried mothers; the majority of Negro families were in southern 
areas, the ratio of urban to rural being seven to five. Two of the fami¬ 
lies were located in foreign countries, namely, Mexico and Roumania* 
With regard to composition, there was a wide variation of family 
patterns. However, in the most prevalent type, both parents were in the 
home. The composition of the Negro families reflected more disorganization 
and many shifts requiring reorganization. They were more matricentrically 
oriented than those of the white unmarried mothers studied. In size, the 
white families were larger than the Negro, but had fewer children which was 
accounted for by the greater number of parents present in the white 
families. 
In the matter of status based on occupation, the white families were 
chiefly middle class, whereas the Negro were mainly lower class. Data on 
education and community interests of the parents were not complete enough 
to be statistically significant. Relative to religion, the Negro family 
group, being preponderantly Baptist, showed more uniformity in denomi¬ 
national affiliation than the white. 
CHAPTER III 
STATUS AND ROLE OF THE UNMARRIED MOTHER 
The status of an individual may be defined as that position in the 
social pattern to -which society has assigned him. The dynamic aspect of 
status is represented in a role. One plays a role when he puts into effect 
the rights and duties of which the status is constituted. Linton has added 
to this concept that of achieved statuses which are filled by individual ef¬ 
fort and competition. However, society relies on the ascribed statuses to 
carry on the ordinary business of living."*- The ascribed statuses with 
which this study was mainly concerned are those established around sex, 
age, family relationships, class and ethnicity. 
Status and Role in the Family Constellation 
One of the outstanding characteristics of the girls in this study was 
their feeling of dissatisfaction with their family interpersonal relations. 
Several traced their difficulty directly to their ordinal position in the 
family. A larger number, those in broken families, focused on the absence 
of parents from the family and the inclusion of new members. 
While research on the relationship between birth order and personality 
in later life is very meager, some authorities on human behavior have 
pointed out that because parents' adjustment changes with age, even though 
their culture does not demand it, their treatment of successive children 
also changes. The family constellation is modified for subsequent 
1 
Ralph Linton, The Study of Man (New York, 1936), p. lllu 
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additions to the family. Therefore, it is very probable that the child's 
personality is influenced by his position among his siblings or by lack of 
siblings*^ 
TABLE h 
DISTRIBUTION OF UNMARRIED MOTHERS BY 
ORDINAL POSITION IN THE FAMILY 
Number of Chil- 
ren in Family 
Total 
Ordinal Position 
Only Child Oldest Middle Youngest 
Total Uo 6 13 “fT" 7 
One 6 6 
Two 11 - 5 - 6 
Three 7 - 3 u - 
Four 6 - 3 3 m 
Five h - 2 2 - 
Six 2 - - 1 l 
More than six U - - h - 
In this study, the largest groups by ordinal position of birth, con¬ 
sisted of the oldest and middle children, as shown in Table It, and they 
were nearly equally distributed between the Negro and white families. 
Some of the girls considered their order of birth related to their adjust¬ 
ment in their homes. One, who was the middle child, had felt "caught in 
the middle of things" and expressed the feeling that her older sister was 
favored by her mother and that her younger sister was granted more privi¬ 
leges and maternal attention than she who was denied the approval which 
she craved. Another girl who was the older of two, complained that her 
younger sister "got away with more" than she did. Several of the only 
children were aware of having been very lonely during periods of their 
1 
Charles M. Harsh and H. G. Schrickel, Personality and Assessment 
(New York, 1950), pp. 113-llU. 
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childhood. The youngest child of an Italian family felt that she had been 
cheated by her siblings in that she had been expected to remain in the 
home and care for their invalid, widowed mother while the older brothers 
and sisters pursued interesting careers in business* 
However, of more importance in the home situation was the parents' 
acceptance and treatment of the child. According to Harsh and Schrickel: 
A child's self-evaluation and social concepts reflect his 
experience of being a valued member of the family, being toler¬ 
ated as a future provider or helper, or being resented by the 
parents as a nuisance, a financial burden or an interference with 
the mother's career.1 
The marital adjustment of the parents in this study was reflected in 
their treatment of their children. In broken and reorganized families, 
feelings of being unwanted and hypersensitivity to rejection on the part 
of the children were common. In some cases, the children were confronted 
with the problem of making adjustments to drastic changes in the compo¬ 
sition and pattern of the family. For example, a family which had been 
broken and reorganized consisted of a natural parent, a step-parent, step¬ 
brother and half-sister. It is probable that the chances for harmonious 
relations are limited in such a constellation. The R. case is illustrative 
of this type of situation. 
Case 1* 
Miss R., a twenty-eight year-old unmarried Negro mother of 
three children, grew up in the home of her mother and stepfather 
in a rural locality in Mississippi. She did not remember her father 
from whom her mother separated when she was very young. In the 
family were two other children, a stepbrother who was twelve years 
older than Miss R. and a half-sister who was two years younger. 
1 
Ibid., p. 112 
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When she was seven years old, Miss R. learned that her stepfather 
was not her natural parent, however, she was able to accept him 
until she was thirteen when she began to notice that he favored 
his own daughter who was always in poor health which resulted in 
her being exempted from all household chores. Miss R. resented 
the parental attention given to her half-sister and felt imposed 
upon by being expected to do all the housework. She became il¬ 
legitimately pregnant for the first time when she was in high 
school, the putative father being a schoolmate. She and her 
mother felt "awfully bad" about the first pregnancy, but they had 
not felt "so bad" about the second one because her stepfather had 
separated temporarily from her mother at that time. Miss R. 
maintained that she had nothing to do with her parents' sepa¬ 
ration and expressed indifference about their living together. 
When she became pregnant for the third time, her stepfather did 
not say much to Miss R. about the matter, but "he said everything 
to her mother." During this period, Miss R. migrated to Chicago 
where her third child was born. With the termination of agency 
services, she planned to send for her mother and two children for 
idiom her mother was caring, with a plan to work and support them* 
However, not only in broken homes was there evidence of disturbed 
parent-child relationships, but also in families where both natural parents 
had been in the home throughout the unmarried mother's childhood. The re¬ 
jection was manifested in several patterns of behavior, the most prevalent 
ones being strict, controlling parental behavior, on the one hand, and in¬ 
difference and neglect on the other. For example, one girl felt deprived 
of maternal affection and interest because her mother was out of the home 
three or four days each week, supposedly engaged in church activities* 
Consequently, her daughter had turned to her father for companionship — he 
was home most of the time managing his farm. In contrast, another girl had 
not been able to feel secure at home because her mother constantly nagged 
at her about her appearance and her choice of friends. In addition, the 
mother set standards of conduct and goals which her daughter felt were 
rigid and unrealistic. Apparently, the mother was attempting to realize 
her own ambitions through her daughter* 
.Sex education, — A specific area of neglect on the part of the mothers 
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which was indicated in this study, was sex education. Although the data 
were meager, they were suggestive of the relationship between the girls 
and their mothers, the significance which the mothers attached to sex — 
as was implied in the paucity and inadequacy of the information which they 
gave their daughters — and the type of sex information which may be picked 
up from books and peer groups. Of the eight girls who gave information 
concerning their sex education — four white and four Negro — only three 
— two Negro and one white — had received sex instructions from their 
mothers, and the kind received was very inadequate. In one instance, the 
mother was puzzled because her daughter was illegitimately pregnant for 
the second time when she had given her "extensive sex information" by ex¬ 
plaining the processes of conception and birth. The evidence tends to 
show that she did not realize that the "educative process must be supported 
by a good relationship between mother and daughter ... and that the sex 
urge is intensified when the girl has no one to love her."^ The case data 
showed that there was a very disturbed mother-daughter relationship; that 
the mother had given birth to two of her children out of marriage; and that 
she had whipped her daughter severely when she became pregnant for the 
first time. 
Another girl's mother had mentioned sex to her in an "off-hand manner" 
stressing that she would become pregnant if she had relations with a boy. 
In still another instance, the mother had given her daughter books to read 
on sex and warned her about being picked up in a car by strangers. Three 
1 
Babette Block, "The Unmarried Mother — Is She Different," 
Understanding the Psychology of the Unmarried Mother, ed. Family Service 
Association of America (New York, 19h7), pp« 3-U. 
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girls had learned about sex from their schoolmates and older sisters. The 
remaining tiro unmarried mothers who were twenty-nine and twenty-eight 
years old, seemed completely ignorant about the anatomy of their bodies 
although both of them were recidivists, one having had two children born 
out of marriage, and the other, one. 
A lack of preparation for the complications of heterosexuality was 
apparent in the adolescent and adult sexual experiences of the unmarried 
mothers in this study group. Babette Block cautions, however, that the 
educative process is not enough and that it alone might even be an in¬ 
centive to the child to participate in sexual indulgence. According to 
her statement, "A deterrent is only provided in the existence of a stable, 
satisfying affectional tie between mother and daughter which also reduces 
the intensity of the sexual urge.”^ 
Status and Role in the Community 
Almost the total number of unmarried mothers considered herein were 
employed at the time when they became pregnant with the exception of nine, 
three white and six Negro, who were enrolled in school. Of those employed, 
ten were living in their parental homes, five white and five Negro; the 
remaining seventeen, eleven white and six Negro, were living out of their 
homes. The data showed further that the median age of these girls was 
19.6 years and that the Negroes tended to be younger than the white girls, 
the median ages being 19.3 and 21.5, respectively. In this respect, the 
sample is characteristic of the total population of the United States. 
1 
23 
A recent report compiled by the National Office of Vital Statistics, shows 
that "unmarried white women bearing children have been consistently a 
little older on the average than the non-white."'*’ 
Education as a factor in establishing social status among Negroes out¬ 
weighs occupation, which is the most significant criterion among white 
people. This peculiarity of the Negro social status scale is the result of 
the operation of the caste system in this country which bars the Negro from 
2 
an equal opportunity to compete for jobs. The Negro and white unmarried 
mothers in this study were almost identical as to educational level, which 
is shown in Table 5. However, when education and occupation were correlated, 
it was evident that the two groups differed greatly. According to occupa¬ 
tional status, the employed Negro girls were predominantly in the lower 
class as compared to one-third of the white girls. On the other hand, by 
the scale of education, over two-thirds of the Negroes were in the middle 
class. The latter's low economic status seemed to have been reflected in 
their requests from the Family Service Bureau. Eleven of the total number 
of twenty Negroes asked for financial assistance along with other agency 
services, as compared to three white girls.^ 
1 
Sam Shapiro, Illegitimate Birth Statistics: United States, 1938-lt7, 
Federal Security Agency, Public Health Service, National" Office o'f'Vital 
Statistics, Vol. XXXIII, No. 5> (Washington: Government Printing Office, 
1950), p. 78. 
2 
St. Clair Drake and Horace R. Cayton, ££. cit., pp. 5ll»-5l5. 
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Another possible explanation of the comparatively high frequency of 
requests for financial assistance in the Negro families is the general con¬ 
ception of the functions of family agencies held by that group. During the 
Depression many Negro families had their first contact with social services 
administered in an agency through their participation in the relief programs 
where the emphasis was on financial assistance or the supplying of food and 
TABLE 5 
DISTRIBUTION OF UNMARRIED MOTHERS BY RACE, EDUCATION AND OCCUPATION 
 Occupation 
Education Total Profes- WEïîe Semi- Un- ïn Info, not 
sional Collar skilled skilled School Available 
White ~ 
College graduate  
College non-graduate  
High school graduate  
High school non-graduate  
Grammar school graduate  
Grammar school non-graduate  
Information not available  
Negro 20 - 1 - 11 6 2 
College graduate... ». - - - - - - - 
College non-graduate   1 - - - - 1 - 
High school graduate.......  6 - 1 - h 1 - 
High school non-graduate........ 7 - - - 3 3 1 
Grammar school graduate    2 - - - 2 - - 
Grammar school non-graduate..... 1 - - - - 1 - 
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In regard to social outlets, only five of the twenty-two girls on whom 
information was available, felt that they had participated adequately in 
social activities, and indicated that their experiences had been satisfac¬ 
tory to them. The foregoing suggested that these girls had not learned to 
play appropriate social roles in groups outside the family. "A person's 
participation in the activities of any social group requires that he learn 
to play the appropriate social role.""*" Measured by the norm of American 
middle class society, the unmarried mother's relationship with the alleged 
father of her baby supports this hypothesis. 
Failure on the part of the girls in this study to have satisfying ex¬ 
periences in social groups and in their heterosexual relationships, may be 
2 
explained, in part, by the "toughness of the situation." The behavior of 
these girls was influenced in various ways by the general goals of society. 
For example, the Negroes did not have access to some areas of the social and 
economic activities of the general society, therefore, they had to depend on 
their own folkways for patterns of behavior. Very often these folkways 
create social problems in the urban environment. On the other hand, the 
clothing commodities. According to Drake and Cayton, authorities, in 
1935-1936, "Almost one-half of the Negro families — as compared with some¬ 
what more than one-tenth of the white families — were on relief." Ibid. 
1 
Logan Wilson and William L. Kolb, og. cit., p. 209. 
2 
John and Jean Arsenian outline a provocative scheme for explaining 
deviant behavior and personal and social disorganization. They postulate 
that behavior is goal directed and that those persons who are not in the 
"goal region" are attempting to move into that area by means of paths which 
have qualities. In their analysis, the quality of behavior is a function 
of two things: the number of goals and the quality and patterns of paths- 
leading to the goals. See John Arsenian and Jean M. Arsenian, "Tough and 
Easy Cultures: A Conceptual Analysis," Psychiatry, XI (November, 19U8), 
37T--385* 
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white girls had conflict because of the difficulty (which was insurmountable 
for them in this study) of achieving culturally determined goals by way of 
the sanctioned paths. 
The effect of a rejecting, neglectful, middle class mother's relation¬ 
ship with her daughter upon the latter's ability to play the appropriate 
role in the sphere of heterosexual relations, is readily seen in the follow¬ 
ing situation* 
Case $ 
J., a fifteen year-old girl who was the only child of middle- 
aged, middle class parents who both worked long hours in a chain 
store of which the father was manager, did not have many friends 
and was often very lonely. Her father, the dominant figure in the 
home, was J.'s favorite parent. Although she had not felt really 
close to either parent, she was closer to her father than to her 
mother. Her father professed a very deep attachment to J., how¬ 
ever, he had been so busy trying to successfully manage his store 
which he was on the verge of losing, that he had not been able to 
spend much time with J. The mother who had not worked outside 
the home until the past two years when she began to help her 
husband in the store, admitted that she had never cared about 
children and was cynical about her husband’s profession of love 
for their daughter. Two years ago, J. began to spend a great deal 
of time with a twenty year-old boy who lived next door. At that 
time, he had just broken up with his girl friend. Feeling very 
hurt about the episode, he told J. about it; and she, in turn, 
told him about her problems at home, especially her loneliness. 
From that time they had spent quite a lot of time together. He 
had a car and often took her for long rides in the country. It 
was her feeling that it was not his fault that she became preg¬ 
nant because "she tempted him." She described him as a rather 
nice looking, blond boy with a dimple. When she talked about 
him, she had a sweet, dreamy look about her and a sentimental 
way of expressing herself. She had not discussed her pregnancy 
with him because he probably would have got drunk and talked 
about it with somebody. She was unsupervised much of the time 
while her parents worked and she was thus able to spend a lot of 
time with her boy friend without her parents being aware of it. 
Gradually, she and the boy began to do a lot of love-making, how¬ 
ever, according to J., the actual sexual relation which resulted 
in her pregnancy, was forced by him. She felt very responsible 
because she did not protest a great deal of the love-making which 
went before. After this episode, she refused to see him again. 
They met once, and he asked her why she wouldn't see him. She 
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had replied, "You know why." In planning for the baby, she ex¬ 
pressed the hope that her mother would adopt the child. 
In Freudian terms, the following analysis of the dynamics of J.'s 
behavior might be feasible: In the light of J.'s explanation of the 
relationship between herself and her parents, she had not resolved her 
Oedipal complex and was fixated at the level of attachment to her father. 
Because of the mother's attitude of rivalry and the father's neglect, due 
to business pressures, she had transferred this attachment to another male 
person — one who needed her and offered no competition in the respect of 
another woman. Apparently, J. was reacting to female figures, particularly 
her mother, in her illegitimate pregnancy and she expressed this in her 
need for her mother to adopt the baby. She seemed to have had guilt feel¬ 
ings about her pregnancy, but there was not any evidence of love for the 
baby. Also, she seemed to be protective of the putative father, accepting 
blame for the illicit affair, which suggested some transference elements in 
her feelings about her own father toward the alleged father of the baby.^ 
In summary, in the group studied, it was found that most of the girls 
were the oldest child or the middle child who reflected some emotional 
deprivation from parental persons. Added to this, many of them were 
products of broken home"situations which contributed further to the lack of 
affectional relationships to parent people. From the fact that most of the 
unmarried mothers were employed at the time of their unmarried pregnancy, 
and very few were enrolled in school, it might be inferred that they were 
not inexperienced in terms of life. However, they had had little adequate 
1 
See Gordon Hamilton, Psychotherapy in Child Guidance (New York, 19h7), 
pp. 255-256. 
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information about sex, in terms of it being imparted in a setting of 
maternal interest and warm relationship, and reflected much discomfort 
with themselves which was evident in their identities with their own sex 
and their relations with the opposite sex. Against this background, the 
orientations and values which organize and give meaning to the behavior of 
the unmarried mothers were examined. 
CHAPTER IV 
THE ORIENTATIONS AND VALUES OF UNMARRIED MOTHERS IN 
RELATION TO THEIR DECISIONS REGARDING THEIR BABIES 
"No decision in life is made just on the merits of the given problem 
but in a composite of the individual's personality and past experience and 
their relation to the immediate situation."^ In order to understand the 
behavior of an individual, it is necessary to comprehend his culture — a 
major determinant of values and motivations* 
According to Kroebert 
Values might be informally defined as those things — cultural 
prodects, standards or ideas — which men living in societies prize 
and hold as having a high importance for them, for their group and 
descendents, and in themselves, over and beyond their practical 
utility.2 
General and Specific American Cultural Value Orientations 
In invoking culture to describe any aspect of behavior ... among 
contemporary Americans, we should examine the manner in which cus¬ 
toms and orientations which have developed around that particular 
aspect gear into other features of the culture; and, what is just 
as important, we should investigate the way in which general cul¬ 
tural themes and goals of the society as a whole are necessarily 
refracted and given different emphases in the various regions, the 
urban and rural communities, the racial and cultural minorities 
and the social strata*^ 
There are certain values and life goals which Americans of every 
region and all social classes tend to share, and around which many concrete 
1 
Leontine Young, "The Unmarried Mother's Decision About Her Baby," 
op. cit., p. ill* 
2 
A. L. Kroeber, Anthropology (New York, 19U8), p. 29U* 
^Hylan G. Lewis, "Cultural Themes and Mating Behavior In An American 
Subculture," (Paper read to the Fifteenth Annual Groves Conference on 
Marriage and the Family, Durham, North Caroline, April 22, 1952). 
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beliefs and behavior patterns are oriented. "These generalized meanings or 
values should be our main concern if our aim is to understand better the 
relationship of cultural factors to either the structuring of social groups 
of the personalities of the individuals -who comprise the social groups."^" 
The generalized orientations of Americans have been schematized as follows 
with a word or phrase serving as a slogan definition of the orientations 
and suborientations in each -of three groups: 
View of Life 
1. "Effort and Optimism" 
a. Moral Purpose 
b. Rationalism 
The Individual in Life 
2. "Romantic Individualism" 
a. Cult of the Average Man 
b. Tendency to Personalize 
Individuals and Social Values 
3. Change a Value in Itself 
U. "Pleasure Principle" 
5. "Externalism" 
6. Simple Answers 
7. Humor 
8. Generosity 2 
Although it is important to know what Is dominant in the culture, the 
dynamics of the society can only be understood by paying careful heed to 
the variant orientations. The orientations implicit in urbanism, ruralism, 
sectionalism, class and ethnicity were of major concern in this study. 
Stratification in American culture is not rigid. The "cult of the average 
Florence Rockwood Kluckhohn, "Dominant and Variant Culture Value 
Orientations," Official Proceedings of National Conference of Social Work, 
1951, p. 97. 
2 
Clyde Kluckhohn and Florence R. Kluckhohn, "American Culture: Gen¬ 
eralized Orientations," Conflicts of Power in Modern Culture (New York, 
19U7), PP. 108-109. 
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man" and the theory that man's status is determined by his achievements 
rather than be ascription based on the family into which he is born, keeps 
class lines from becoming absolutely fixed and thus makes for fluidity. 
On the other hand, 
... The orientations of individualism and of effort and optimism 
imply that individuals may be ranked by order of achievements 
and good works. These orientations indeed make some stratifi¬ 
cation almost inevitable.^ 
An analysis of middle class and lower class conditions and class goals 
made by the Kluckhohns served as the basis for the classification of the 
2 
girls in this study. With reference to the middle class, some of the con¬ 
ditions which hold in general ares (1) majority of families enjoy relative 
economic security, (2) majority of families have some recognition in the 
wider community and members belong to organizations which receive public 
notice, and schools and community organizations have goals which accord with 
those of the middle class family. 
The specific goals of this class relate to the acquisition of property 
and great stress is put on the permanency and ownership of property. Thrift 
and hard work are emphasized. Good standing and conformity with standards 
is important, especially in regard to sex, cleanliness, emotional control, 
good manners, affiliation with the proper companies and organizations, re¬ 
spect for law and order, "good works" or charity. Individual autonomy is 
stressed. A good education is a goal to strive for. A good marriage is 
important. Relating to family solidarity: the middle class family is 
1 
Ibid., p. 120. 
2 
Ibid., pp. 120-128. 
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ideally an isolated conjugal unit made up of the father, mother and chil¬ 
dren, and in -which the father is the economic head and the mother is the 
director of home activities and the main disciplinarian of the children. 
Ideally she remains in the home and spends much of her time furthering the 
social contacts of her children and husband. The training of middle class 
children is in keeping with these specific goals. 
In contrast, in the lower class the conditions which hold in general 
are: (1) majority of families are harrassed by economic insecurity, 
(2) majority of families have some status in the neighborhood in which they 
live, but this neighborhood often receives no recognition from the wider 
community, and the members of the family belong to few specifically lower 
class organizations outside of church groups. School teachers (usually of 
the middle class) tend to discriminate against lower class children. 
With reference to the specific goals of the lower class relating to 
the acquisition of property, keeping the family fed, clothed and housed is 
of vital importance, and the immediate spending of money tends to be a sub¬ 
goal in itself. Relating to good standing in the neighborhood, the indi¬ 
vidual is expected to be a ’’good fellow” in the gang; prowess in aggressive 
technique brings prestige; prowess in the sexual sphere is encouraged; op- 
port unism is a characteristic attitude toward law and order; cleanliness is 
less stressed, partly because the mother often works as well as manages a 
household. Relating to education, ideally there is a vague notion that 
education will help the individual to improve his status, but the person 
who is ’’too educated” is a misfit in the community. Relating to family 
solidarity, it tends to be along the extended family line, usually the 
maternal. Members of extended family groups aid each other and all 
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relatives are recognized. The emphasis on the conjugal unit is not so 
great as in the middle class. Maternal dominance often exists in the 
maternal sphere because the father is unable to support the family. The 
mother frequently works as well as the father. The mother and children are 
aware of the financial situation. Frequently, the family consists of the 
mother and children. The home is not child centered and the mother does 
not supervise the activities of the children closely. As is true in the 
middle class, the training of lower class children is in accord with the 
specific goals of the class. 
From a composite of the characteristics of the family groups considered 
in this study, the following ideal types were constructed and utilized to 
point up the orientations and values of the unmarried mothers. The white 
families treated in this manner became, according to type, middle class, 
urban, northern, Protestant, with both parent figures present in the family 
— more than one-half of them being natural parents — with an average of 
3.62 children, and showing evidence of disturbed parent-child relationships 
and sibling rivalry. From this family background, the typical v alue orien¬ 
tation of the child who became the unmarried mother would be that of middle 
class society of the major culture. 
With reference to the second ideal type of family, namely, the Negro, 
it was lower class, southern, about one-half rural, Protestant — of the 
Baptist denomination, with both parent figures present in a little more 
than one-half of the cases, and with both natural parents in less than one- 
third, having as the average number of children 3.82. These families showed 
much disorganization and many shifts requiring reorganization. They tended 
to be matricentrically oriented, with parent-child relationships reflecting 
deprivation of affectional experiences and lack of parental supervision. 
3U 
Thus, the background of the Negro unmarried mother indicated that her typi¬ 
cal value orientation would be similar to that of the lower class, southern 
rural family — even though five of the twelve families located in the South 
were in places classified as urban, three of them were small cities located 
in the midst of large rural areas. 
In considering the decisions of the unmarried mothers regarding the 
disposition of their babies, in this study, it was evident that the dis¬ 
position was not always in accordance with the decision. For example, in 
several instances, the alleged father married the girl after the birth of 
the child, and because she was no longer an unmarried mother, she kept her 
baby although she had decided and planned toward adoption when she felt 
that he would not marry her. In another instance, a Negro girl requested 
adoption for her child, but because no facilities were available, the baby 
was placed in temporary foster home care. The mother's decision rather 
than the ultimate disposition of the child was utilized in this study. 
HVhite mothers whose families were located in northern cities in t his 
group were the most numerous who decided on adoption for their babies, as 
is apparent in Table 6. The parental families of both the Negro mothers 
who decided on adoption were located in northern urban areas also. That 
the preponderance of decisions for adoption occurred in northern cities, 
suggests that the most nearly middle class types of families are located in 
those areas. Although the data are too meager for generalizations, the 
Mexican mother's decision to keep her baby and the Roumanian's request for 
adoption, in addition to the fact that almost all of the Negroes — eighteen 
of twenty — decided to keep their babies, suggests that the groups which 
are least accepted in the major culture in the United States conform to 
different standards from those of the middle class* 
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TABLE 6 
DECISIONS REGARDING THE DISPOSITION OF THEIR BABIES 
BY UNMARRIED MOTHERS ACCORDING TO THE 
LOCATION OF THEIR PARENTAL FAMILIES 
Locations of 
Total Decisions 
Parental Families To KeeD Adoption. 
White 20 6 1U 
Natives 
Northern urban 15 u 11 
Northern rural 1 - 1 
Southern urban 1 1 - 
Southern rural 
Foreign; 
1 "• 1 
Mexico 1 1 - 
Roumania 1 “ 1 
Negro 20 18 2 
Native: 
Northern urban 8 6 2 
Northern rural — » — 
Southern urban 5 5 — 
Southern rural 7 7 - 
An analysis of the unmarried mother's living arrangement and residen¬ 
tial status during her pregnancy, pointed up the fact that the white girls 
tended to enter maternity homes more often — eleven white as compared to 
three Negro — and earlier in their pregnancies than Negro girls; that 
twice as many Negro girls were living with relatives as white; and that 
more Negro girls were living in rooming houses than white girls. By relat¬ 
ing residential status to the girl's decision about her baby, it was shown 
that only two of the nine resident white mothers decided to keep their 
children. Eleven of the thirteen resident Negro mothers wanted to keep 
their babies, as is indicated in Table 7« Thus, it seems that the Negro 
girls did not anticipate that their babies would interfere unduly with 
their ability to resume their way of life. 
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TABLE 7 
DECISIONS REGARDING THE DISPOSITION OF THEIR BABIES BY 
UNMARRIED MOTHERS ACCORDING TO THEIR RESIDENTIAL STATUS 
Residential 
Total Decisions 
Status To Keep AdoDtion 
White 20 6 1U 
Resident 9 2 7 
Non-resident 11 h 7 
Negro 20 18 2 
Resident 13 11 2 
Non-resident 7 7 - 
In white middle class society, the value system is oriented toward 
success of the individual based on competition. The criterion for success 
is derived from the market economy, and the individual is expected to be 
assertive, aggressive and able to push others out of his way. Competition 
is fostered by the stimulation of advertisements, "conspicuous consumption" 
and the goal of keeping up with the Joneses. Furthermore, this competition 
is alleged to be free and open to all. The individual is supposed to be 
able to get what he wants if he is "efficient and energetic."^ In conform¬ 
ity to their cultural training, the girls in this category, included in the 
study group, were able to achieve satisfactorily in school and at work, in¬ 
asmuch as they held jobs in keeping with their status. Thus, competition 
and achievement in those areas were not problems for these individuals. 
Obviously, children bom out of marriage to girls in the type of cultural 
setting where such behavior is a violation of the mores, would hinder these 
1 
Karen Horney, "Culture and Neuroses," Sociological Analysis, ed. by- 
Logan Wilson and William L. Kolb (New York, l£U9),Part II, p, t%T. 
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girls considerably in their struggle for prestige, which is highly valued 
in middle class society. Therefore, it is understandable that the major¬ 
ity of unmarried mothers in middle class occupations in this group made 
decisions to offer their babies for adoption, as is shown in Table 8. 
TABLE 8 
DECISIONS REGARDING THE DISPOSITION OF THEIR BABIES 
BY UNMARRIED MOTHERS ACCORDING TO OCCUPATION 
Occupations Total Decisions 
White 20 6 lh 
Professional 1 1 
White collar work 7 2 
Semi-skilled 3 - 3 
Unskilled 6 3 3 
In school 3 - 3 
No information - - - 
Negro 20 18 2 
Professional — _ — 
White cellar work 1 1 - 
Semi-skilled - - - 
Unskilled 11 10 1 
In school 6 5 1 
No information 2 2 - 
The unmarried mothers in the lower class occupations in this study were 
predominantly Negro. An outstanding characteristic of the Negro girls was 
their inability to obtain jobs in keeping with their educational level. 
While this inequality of opportunity and competition in the economic area is 
just another phase of discrimination with which the Negro must cope, it is 
undoubtedly the most powerful one in the United States where success in one's 
work and the attainment of wealth have become a part of the ultimate value 
system.^' Within this frame of reference, it is not surprising that Negro 
•^Logan Wilson and William L. Kolb, op. cit., p. 
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girls whose economic status was not above that of their parents, did not 
seem to be as concerned about their prestige in the community as the white 
girls which is pointed up in their decisions regarding the disposition of 
their babies, as is apparent in Table 8. Ten of the heads of Negro fami¬ 
lies in this group were in unskilled occupations (see Table 3) and, al¬ 
though they were a generation removed, ten Negro unmarried mothers in this 
study were in the same category. 
TABLE 9 
DECISIONS REGARDING THE DISPOSITION OF THEIR BABIES BY 




To Keep Adoption 
White ' 20 7 13 
Mother and father 10 h 6 
Mother only k 2 2 
Mother and stepfather 3 - 3 
Father and stepmother 2 1 1 
Father only - - - 
Grandmother only - - — 
Aunt and uncle 1 - 1 
Negro 20 18 2 
Mother and father 6 5 1 
Mother only 5 — 
Mother and stepfather h h - 
Father and stepmother l 1 - 
Father only l 1 - 
Grandmother only l 1 - 
Aunt and uncle l 1 - 
Foster mother l - 1 
In the homes where the parent figures were the mother and stepfather, 
all of the white girls gave their babies for adoption, as is apparent in 
Table 9« All the Negro girls kept their babies. The decisions which the 
Negro girls made as compared with those which the white girls made, 
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suggests that the Negro mother wielded a powerful influence in her family 
which does not seem to have been characteristic of the white mother in the 
families studied. That the earning power of the Negro woman in the lower 
economic class has been greater than that of the unskilled Negro man, may 
be a factor of the Negro mother's prestige as mother and head of her family.^- 
Frazier traces the matricentricity of many Negro families to slavery when 
the Negro man's authority over his wife and children was subject to his 
master's will and limited by the woman's more fundamental claim upon her 
2 
children. According to Frazier: 
..• In families in which we have been able to trace the process by 
which the Negro man acquired a permanent interest in his family and 
assumed a position of authority, it appears that the subordination 
of the woman in the economic or the family has played an important 
part.3 
The "going awry" of parent-child relationships, which the typical girl 
was unable to solve except at a great cost to her personality, as was dem¬ 
onstrated by her relationship with the alleged father of her child, emerged 
as the major factor of her unmarried motherhood in this study. Young found 
that it was a major thread running through the personality patterns of the 
unmarried mothers included in her recent study.^ Disturbed relationships 
were common to both the middle and lower economic classes in the study 
group which seemed to indicate that the modern family in the United States 
1 
Blanche Watrous, 0£. cit., p. 7» 
2 
Op. cit.. p. 163. 
3 
Ibid., p. 16U. 
h 
Leontine Young, "Personality Patterns in Unmarried Mothers," 
Understanding the Psychology of the Unmarried Mother (New York, 19U7)> p. 1. 
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with its emphasis on individual competition and the acquisition of wealth 
— the economic structuring of all social values — has not developed its 
affectional aspect to the extent that the economic gains realized have 
added to the happiness and emotional stability of its constituents. 
The difference between the orientations and values of the two types of 
families classified on the basis of occupation, have been noted. Axiomatic 
is the fact that a subculture will not become absorbed into a superior or 
dominant culture unless the former fails to meet the needs of its society» 
The lag in the assimilation of Negroes into the "main stream” of American 
life occasioned by the caste system, has deterred the Negro's transform¬ 
ation in the "melting pot." Certainly the effect of his exclusion has been 
reflected in his behavior as he made the adjustments, on the basis of his 
cultural heritage, which were necessary for his survival* 
The personal motivation applying equally to the Negro and white girls 
studied in regard to their decisions about the disposition of their babies, 
was the need to protect their integrity in their respective social environ¬ 
ments.* Social scientists have pointed out that the goals, ambitions and 
levels of cultural aspirations of the underprivileged are drastically dif¬ 
ferent from those of the middle class; that standards of nutrition, clean¬ 
liness, education and sex behavior are different in the two groups, as are 
2 
also family relationships and the methods of child training. It was 
1 
Chester I. Barnard, "Functions and Pathology of Status Systems in 
Formal Organizations," Industry and Society, ed. by William F. Whyte 
(New York, 19U6), p. 58 
2 
Allison Davis, "The Motivation of the Underprivileged Worker," Ibid., 
p. 89» 
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very likely, therefore, that the Negro unmarried mother's baby did not 
have the same meaning for her culturally as the white mother's baby had 
for her. The decisions which the two groups made concerning the dispo¬ 
sition of their babies became more meaningful when seen against their cul¬ 
tural backgrounds and the emotional meaning that the mores and social cus¬ 
toms had for them. The proposition offered here is that a consideration of 
the cultural, along with the biological and psychological aspects of the 
unmarried mother would facilitate a fuller understanding of her behavior 
by social workers and others who are interested in her welfare» 
CHAPTER V 
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 
Illegitimate motherhood represents a social problem in the general 
culture of the United States where it is considered as symptomatic of nei>- 
rosis on the one hand and behavior disorder on the other. Some authorities 
on social behavior believe that the emotional conflict which results in il¬ 
legitimate pregnancy influences the unmarried mother’s decision regarding 
the disposition of her baby. The writer's interest in this subject was 
stimulated by an observation which was made by social caseworkers in the 
Southwest District Family Service Bureau, United Charities of Chicago, 
Illinois, on the basis of their services to unmarried mothers, namely: that 
more Negro unmarried mothers keep their babies than white unmarried mothers. 
Until recently, studies on this problem have stressed the biological 
and psychological factors. Cultural anthropology has deepened the under¬ 
standing of personality development by emphasizing the differences in vari¬ 
ous cultural groups which influence the way help is given to individuals in 
these groups. The multiple approach to individual problems suggested that 
a study of cultural factors inherent in illegitimacy would add to the know¬ 
ledge of social workers which might be utilized to improve their techniques 
and skills in giving services to unmarried mothers. Therefore, the cultur¬ 
al approach was employed in this study. 
Since the culture of a society is transmitted to the individual through 
his family, the familial backgrounds of the unmarried mothers with reference 
to structure and values were considered; and they revealed the following 
characteristics: first, most of the Negro girls were raised in southern 
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areas, about equally divided between urban and rural localities, in fami¬ 
lies that were matricentrically oriented and of lower class status accord¬ 
ing to occupation. Most of the white girls were members of middle class 
families located in northern cities. Second, all the girls showed some 
emotional deprivation from parental figures which, in the case of Negroes, 
seemed to be due very often to broken homes, indicating that one or more of 
the natural parents was absent from the family and that there had been 
many shifts in the reorganization of the family; the father was most often 
absent in this group; the families of the white girls appeared to be more 
stable in that both natural parents were present more often than in the 
Negro and their occupational status was higher. However, there appeared to 
be very disturbed parent-child relationships in these families and parental 
rejection was manifested in the parents' (usually the mother) rigid, strict 
controlling attitude toward the girl. 
Another important factor which influences the behavior of the individ¬ 
ual is his status and role in the family and, later, in the larger community. 
Exploration of the unmarried mothers' positions in their families and com¬ 
munities and the part they played in them showed that: first, their average 
age was 19.6 years with Negro girls tending to be a little younger than the 
white. Next, none of the girls indicated that they had had adequate sex 
information, and all showed inability to play the appropriate role in het¬ 
erosexual relationships. In addition, the educational level of the two 
racial groups was almost identical, the majority of them having had some 
high school training and an equal number having graduated from high school 
and attended college. Most of the unmarried mothers were employed at the 
time of their unmarried pregnancies and very few were enrolled in school. 
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Moreover, the majority of -white girls had middle class jobs which were 
commensurate with their educational levels and most of the Negro girls had 
lower status jobs which were not in keeping with the level of their train¬ 
ing. Finally, during their pregnancies, white unmarried mothers tended to 
enter maternity homes more often and earlier than Negroes. In fact, twice 
as many of the latter as of the former lived with relatives, and more Negro 
girls lived in rooming houses. 
The orientations and values of the unmarried mothers, which were ac¬ 
quired mainly in their families and influenced largely by their status and 
roles in their families and communities, seemed to differ between the two 
racial groups. These differences appeared to be reflected in their deci¬ 
sions regarding the disposition of their babies in the following ways: the 
majority of the unmarried mothers who decided to offer their babies for 
adoption were white, resident, raised in northern cities and represented all 
levels of occupation except one, the professional, which did not seem to be 
significant because there was only one such case; most of the unmarried 
mothers who decided to keep their babies were Negro, both resident and non¬ 
resident, and, relative to occupational levels, represented almost exclu¬ 
sively the lower status jobs. 
On the basis of the foregoing findings, cultural factors seemed to 
operate to influence the unmarried mothers' decisions regarding the dispo¬ 
sitions of their babies in various ways. First, the parental family struc¬ 
tures and patterns of relationships, which are culturally determined to a 
large extent, seemed to be reflected in the unmarried mothers' decisions 
regarding the dispositions of their babies. In many Negro families, the 
girls were accustomed to the mother being the main support of her children, 
both economically and affectionally. Therefore, the care of their children 
probably did not have the same implications for the Negro unmarried mother 
as for the white unmarried mother who was more accustomed to the father be¬ 
ing responsible for the economic support of the family. 
Also, the occupational status of the parental families of the unmarried 
mothers, as well as their own, appeared to be another factor which influenced 
their decisions about the dispositions of their babies, in that occupation 
is a major determinant of class position in the general American culture. 
The Negro girls were prevented from participating equally in the social and 
economic activities with the white girls because the former were barred 
from equal opportunities to compete for jobs. As a result, most of the 
Negro girls were in the lower class, and most of the white girls were in the 
middle class, according to occupation. The value orientations of the two 
groups differed, and each tended to behave according to its respective ori¬ 
entations. On the one hand, those of the middle class in which unmarried 
motherhood is a symbol of the violation of sex mores, tended to seek ano¬ 
nymity during pregnancy and to offer their babies for adoption. On the 
other hand, those of the lower class who were barred from equal partici¬ 
pation in the social and economic activities of the general culture, al¬ 
though they demonstrated ability in educational achievement, tended to be¬ 
have in accordance with the folkways of their group. Consequently, most of 
the Negro mothers stayed in their communities during their unmarried preg¬ 
nancies and decided to keep their babies. 
It was concluded from these factors that the motivation of the un¬ 
married mothers relative to their decisions regarding the dispositions of 
their babies was the same in all cases, namely: to protect the individual 
in her own social environment. The difference occurred in the psychosocial 
U6 
and cultural meaning of the babies to the unmarried mothers. The differ¬ 
ence was not only in the content of the values, but also in the opportuni¬ 
ties available to a chieve the values for the particular unmarried mother 
as it pertained to her family. 
This study suggested certain areas for exploration which center 
around: how factors found in a metropolitan center compare with those in a 
city located in the midst of a large rural area; how the problem of ille¬ 
gitimacy is handled among middle class Negro families which was not con¬ 
sidered in this study; whether the improvement of the economic status of 
the Negro male would affect his role in the family and insure more family 
stability; and finally, could putative fathers be brought into the treat¬ 




I. Identifying information 
A. Marital status  B. Resident  Non-resident_ 
B. Birthplace  C. Age  D. Race: N W 
E. Place in family constellation  
F. Appearance and health  
G. Religion: Prot.  R.C.  Jewish  Other  Undet. 
H. Source of referral  
I. Social Service Exchange clearings  
II. Family history 
A. Family make-up  
B. Father: 
1. Age at time of application  2. Race: N TUT 
3. Birthplace  lu Rel. 
5. Education  
6. Economic status and background  






1. Age at time of application  2. Race: N W 
3. Birthplace U. Rel.  
5. Education  
6. Economic status and background  
7. Organizations or clubs in which she has membership or 
association (list): 
8. Relationship with client, husband and other children before 
client's pregnancy 
D. Siblings (list in order of birth and comment on any significant 
problems and relationships with client): 
Personal history 
A. Sex information (how and from whom obtained and at what age) 
5o 
B. Adolescent and adult sexual experiences before pregnancy: 
C. Social activities before pregnancy 
D. Education 
E. Occupational history (include wages) 
F. Living arrangements 
1. From date of birth to period of pregnancy 
2, During pregnancy (if different from (l. ), specify) 
IV. Attitude of client, putative father and client’s family toward 
pregnancy 
A. Client’s attitude toward her pregnancy and initial plan for baby 
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B. Relationship with putative father and his attitude 
C. Client's family's attitude 
V. Casework services 
A. Client's request at time of application 
B. Problems as seen by the worker 
C. Services given by the agency 
VI. Disposition of baby 
A. If final plan is different from initial plan, comment on change 
B. Placed in foster home: through an agency  with relatives  
C. Placed for adoption: through an agency   with relatives  
D. Mother kept baby (give client's plan for care of child at 
time case was closed) 
E. Other (specify) 
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